
Comparison of the two positioning systems

In the future, GPS 
receivers will also 
receive signals from 
Galileo, which will 
offer precision to 
within 3 - 4 meters.

Galileo satellites will be 
able to transmit the 
position of a distress 
signal activated from 
anywhere in the world, 
thus improving rescue 
service speed.

Galileo's metric precision will help farmers to 
adapt the spreading of fertilizers and 
pesticides on their fields.

Galileo stations 
implanted on the 
sides of volcanoes or 
on a seismic fault will 
permit monitoring of 
any movement, even 
of only a few 
millimeters.

Galileo's guaranteed 
signal will help guide 
ships into difficult 
ports and help leisure 
yachtsmen with their 
navigation.

Galileo receivers 
implanted in mobile 
phones will allow for 
numerous new 
positioning services, 
for example, the 
location of the nearest 
pharmacy or 
information on 
making emergency 
calls.

Galileo's service guarantee and 
its excellent reliability can be 
used to guide aircraft in their 
approach for landing as well as 
improve air traffic control.

Galileo's 30 satellites will have a better 
coverage of urban areas than GPS and thus 
permit better routing, management of 
busses and taxis and traffic management 
in general.
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In 2008, the G alileo project will be 
composed of 30 satellites (27 

operational ones and three back-
up ones) weighing 700 kilos in 

orbit at 23,600 km altitude.

Commercial services and 
those reserved for 

European public services benefit from a 
service level guarantee and a warning system 
in case of sudden, momentary loss of 
precision.

Available only for the 
US military, precision 
to within 1 meter.


